[Rapid diagnosis of cytomegalovirus interstitial pneumonitis by the polymerase chain reaction method--comparison of four diagnostic procedures].
The authors conducted a comparative study on the rapid diagnosis of cytomegalovirus (CMV) interstitial pneumonitis by 4 different methods. Among them, the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) method was found to achieve the most rapid diagnosis of CMV infection. The clinical usefulness of making a diagnosis from the serum antibody titer and viral isolation was questionable as compared with the PCR method. Therefore, early diagnosis of CMV infection by PCR may be promising especially for the compromised patients with hematological diseases.